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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  
 

As I am writing this, Local Arrangements Committee Chair, Erica 
Powell, Continuing Education Committee Chair, Roumiana 
Kartzakov, Vice President Ellie Bushhousen, and I are working 
on the theme, local activities, and CE opportunities for the 
FHSLA Conference in April 2011.  (Past President Nancy 
Schaefer and Allison Howard, along with many other FHSLA 
board members have been quite helpful in answering my many 
questions, too!)   
 

There will be no separate FHSLA meeting in 2010.  However, we 
will meet and give out awards during the SC/MLA meeting in 
November 2010.  On Friday, November 12th, the FHSLA 
Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) will meet, and on Sunday, 
November 14th, we will have a “social” get-together open to all 
the FHSLA membership.  The “social” will be from 4:30PM-6PM 
and will include some FHSLA business, including discussion of 
any relevant matters from the FHSLA SPC meeting.  Anyone 
wishing to dine with fellow FHSLA members after the social is 
welcome to meet them in the same room (Plaza A) at 6PM.  
 

SC/MLA has donated space and a table for FHSLA to have a 
membership drive table.  Maria Melssen, FHSLA Membership 
Chair, is eager to create an eye-catching display to attract new 
and returning FHSLA members.  If you are interested in staffing 
her table, please send her an email: mariamelssen@gmail.com.  
 

As FHSLA President, I am interested in your concerns and ideas 
for FHSLA and librarianship.  Please feel free to call me (305-
243-6648) or email me (tfeddern@med.miami.edu), whether you 
want the association to possibly take action on an issue, or if you 
just want a sympathetic ear.   
 

Sincerely yours, 
  
Tanya Feddern-Bekcan 
FHSLA President 
 

Vol. 24, Issue 2  Fall 2010 
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Florida Health Sciences Library Association 2010-2011 
 

OFFICERS 
 

President        Tanya Feddern-Bekcan (Miami)            tfeddern@med.miami.edu 
Vice President/President Elect      Ellie Bushhousen (UF)    ellieb@ufl.edu 
Secretary          Pamela Williams (All Children’s Hosp)    pamelat.2@netzero.net 
Treasurer         Denise Shereff (USF)    shereffd@epi.usf.edu 
Immediate Past President       Nancy Schaefer (UF)                       nancys@ufl.edu 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS/APPOINTED POSITIONS 

 
Archivist      Brenda Linares    blinares@med.miami.edu 
Alert Editor          Hannah Norton     nortonh@ufl.edu 
Continuing Education   Roumiana Kartzakov   roumiana@mch.com 
Honors and Awards   Kathleen Moeller    kmoeller@ufl.edu 
Local Arrangements   Erica Powell     epowell@miami.edu 
Membership     Maria Melssen    mariamelssen@gmail.com 
Membership Directory Editor  Emily Harrell     eharrell@gulfcoast.edu 
Nominating     Nancy Schaefer                       nancys@ufl.edu 
Program (Co-chair)    Tanya Feddern-Bekcan             tfeddern@med.miami.edu 
Program (Co-chair)    Ellie Bushhousen    ellieb@ufl.edu 
Strategic Planning    Nancy Schaefer                       nancys@ufl.edu 
Discussion List Coordinator        Allison M. Howard    ahoward2@healthlib.usf.edu 
Webmaster     Allison M. Howard    ahoward2@healthlib.usf.edu 

Congratulations to our new officers and committee chairs! 
 
Newly Elected:    
 
Vice President: Ellie Bushhousen (MSLIS, AHIP) is an Assistant University Librarian at the Health Science 
Center Libraries (HSCL) of the University of Florida.  She has a BA in Psychology from George Williams 
College/Aurora University and received her MSLIS from Florida State University in 2004. A member of FHSLA 
from 2005-2008, and again from 2009 to present, Ms. Bushhousen was a co-editor of the FHSLAlert 
newsletter from 2005-2008 and has served on the Continuing Education and Local Arrangements 
committees. She taught a 4-hour CE class on Web 2.0 tools at the 2009 FHSLA annual meeting in 
Gainesville, FL. Ms. Bushhousen is currently on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Hospital Librarianship.  
 
Treasurer: Denise Shereff (MLIS, AHIP) is the Health Information & Outreach Specialist in the Pediatrics 
Epidemiology Center at the University of South Florida’s College of Medicine. 
 
Newly Appointed:     New Strategic Planning  

Committee Members: 
Membership Chair: Maria Melssen     
Continuing Education Committee Chair: Roumiana Kartzakov  Courtney Milnar 
Local Arrangements Committee Chair:  Erica Powell   Martin Wood 
 
Submitted by Nancy Schaefer 
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FHSLA @ SC/MLA 
 
You’re Invited!    
 

FHSLA Social     
November 14 4:30-6pm, Vinoy Hotel Room Plaza A 
 

Come join your fellow FHSLA members at a social hour 
at the Southern Chapter/MLA meeting.  Although listed 
on the official SC/MLA program as a business meeting, 
we’re hoping to keep the business brief and use most of 
the time to connect/reconnect with colleagues! 
 
FHSLA sponsoring General Session II at 
SCMLA 
 

FHSLA is sponsoring General Session II “Medical 
School Expansion:  Library Challenges & Strategies” on 
Monday, November 15, 10:15 am - noon  in the 
Majestic Ballroom.  Dr. Robert F. Sabalis of LCME will 
provide an overview of the current status of new and 
expanding medical schools in the United States.  Then 
FHSLA past president Nadine Dexter (UCF) and 
FHSLA member David Boilard (FIU), along with library 
directors from Georgia and South Carolina will discuss 
planning and implementing library services to support 
new and expanding medical schools.  
 
For more information about SC/MLA or to register, 
check out http://library.hsc.usf.edu/scmla/   
 
Submitted by Nancy Schaefer 

Honors & Awards 
Committee

Scholarship and Awards applications deadline is October 7th! 
                 

Librarian / paraprofessional scholarship.   
Two awards of up to $250 each are available to support FHSLA members who will attend the Southern Chapter MLA 
meeting, since there is no separate FHSLA Annual Meeting this year.  Funding is designed to pay for registration 
and/or CE courses.  Members requesting assistance must register and attend all sessions.  Check out the website for 
more information:  http://www.fhsla.org/.  
                 
Student scholarships will not be given this year because there is no FHSLA Annual Meeting. 
                 
Librarian of the Year.  Nominate your most-admired colleague for the Librarian of the Year award.  Information and 
application forms are available on the FHSLA website. 
                 
Honorary Member.  Nominations for Honorary Members are also being sought.  An Honorary Member is a person 
who has made significant contributions to FHSLA. This award is usually bestowed at the point of retirement.  
Guidelines can be found on the FHSLA website. 
                 
Awards will be announced at the FHSLA Business Meeting held during the Southern Chapter MLA meeting in St. 
Petersburg. 
 
Submitted by Kathleen Moeller 

From the Membership Committee 
 
Relocating from small town Maumee, Ohio to big city 
Miami, Florida was both exciting and a culture shock: 
going from fall leaves, snow, and the occasional 
expressway delay to sand, palm trees, and daily hour 
long traffic jams were just a few of the surprises.  But 
the greatest surprise? The welcoming and caring spirit 
of Florida librarians. Our 100 members provide not only 
a kind, welcoming spirit, but a wealth of knowledge, 
experience, and model leadership.   
 
September marked my two year anniversary with 
FHSLA and I am proud to be your new Membership 
Committee Chair.  My goal is to reach out to those 
Florida health science librarians who have yet to take 
advantage of all that we have to offer, and to connect 
with each of you.  I want to find out what motivated you 
to join FHSLA, what brings you back each year, and 
what we can offer to keep you coming back.  I invite you 
to share with me your FHSLA story: feel free to send 
me an email, give me a call, or chat at SC/MLA’s 
Annual Meeting in St. Petersburg in November.  At the 
end of this newsletter you will find our updated 
membership form.  I encourage you to renew early and 
invite a friend to join.  And keep an eye on the listserv: 
there just might be another membership raffle on the 
horizon...   
 
Maria Melssen 
Membership Chair 
mariamelssen@gmail.com  
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  Jobs 
University of Florida Health Science Center Libraries 

Liaison/Distance Learning Librarian 
 
DEADLINE DATE: October 1, 2010  
 
The University of Florida - The George A. Smathers Libraries seeks a creative and service-oriented liaison 
and distance learning librarian for the health sciences. The Liaison/Distance Learning Librarian coordinates 
the Library's education and information services for Health Science Center distance learning students and 
programs. This position serves as a member of the Health Science Center Library Biomedical and Health 
Information Services team and provides reference services, instruction, outreach, and collection management 
in a variety of modes (in person, email, “house calls”) for assigned departments/programs in the Colleges of 
Medicine and Public Health and Health Professions.  The position is responsible for special projects as 
assigned, such as collection reviews, development of web-based resources, and service evaluation.  The 
library encourages staff participation in reaching management decisions and, consequently, the 
Liaison/Distance Learning Librarian will be asked to serve on various committees and teams, including the 
HSC-wide interdisciplinary HSC/Shands Education Advisory Committee of the IT Governance Steering 
Committee. The Liaison/Distance Learning Librarian performs scholarly research and provides service at the 
institutional and professional levels as related to assignment and in accordance with tenure and promotion 
criteria. 
  
The complete vacancy announcement and application instructions are available at: 
http://www.uflib.ufl.edu/pers/careers.htm. 

University of Central Florida Health Sciences Library 

Medical Instructor Librarian (Public Services) 
 
DEADLINE DATE: October 1, 2010  
 
The Harriet F. Ginsburg Health Sciences Library at the UCF College of Medicine is seeking an Instructor 
Medical Librarian. This position will serve as the Public Services Librarian, providing reference, instructional, 
and interlibrary loans assistance to College of Medicine students, faculty, and staff. Must have a MLS (Master 
of Library Science) from an ALA accredited school. AHIP certification, 1‐3 years of experience in an academic 
medical library setting, experience with medical databases, Microsoft Office products, and ALEPH integrated 
library system are preferred. 
 
In August 2010, the College of Medicine opened the doors of a new state‐of‐the‐art medical education 
building to its first and second classes of trailblazing students. The College is known as an extraordinary 
research‐based institution training students who will become exemplary physicians, leaders in medicine, 
scholars in science, innovators in medical technology and compassionate providers of health care. 
 
The College of Medicine’s patient‐centered mission is achieved by outstanding medical care and services, 
groundbreaking research, and leading edge medical and biomedical education. As part of the “Medical City” 
at Lake Nona, just east of the Orlando International Airport, the College of Medicine takes center stage on the 
UCF Health Sciences Campus among the Sanford‐Burnham Medical Research Institute, Nemours Children’s 
Hospital, M.D. Anderson Cancer Research Institute and the VA Medical Center Orlando. 
 
To apply, please use the following link: 
www.jobswithucf.com/applicants/Central?quickFind=75302  
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F R O M  A R O U N D  
T H E  S T A T E  

 

Harriet F. Ginsburg Library, 
University of Central Florida 

 
Events and Activities 
 
In June 2010 the Harriet F. Ginsburg Health Sciences 
Library at UCF’s College of Medicine moved into its new 
home in the 170,000 square foot medical education 
building at the emerging “medical city” at Lake Nona. The 
new library space was designed as a true Information 
Commons, with an open front desk where staff provide 
both circulation and reference services, and which is 
integrated into the wide open space.  
 

 
The library also features a quiet study area behind an 
expansive glass wall, creating two distinct study spaces 
under one roof.  The highlight of the space is truly the lush 
green nature preserve visible from all of the library’s 
windows, which creates a serene backdrop for those using 
the library.  
 

 

This semester the Harriet F. Ginsburg Health Sciences 
Library proudly presented the College of Medicine’s sixty 
first year students and its charter class of forty students 
with their own iPod touches. The mobile devices were 
loaded with DynaMed, Epocrates and Stedman’s Medical 
Dictionary, and will allow students to have instant access 
to Evidence Based Medicine resources at the point of 
care. The library hopes its successful iPod touch 
deployment will further the College of Medicine’s vision of 
being the nation’s premiere 21st century College of 
Medicine.  
 

 
 

In July the Harriet F. Ginsburg Library hosted the National 
Library of Medicine’s traveling exhibit, “Harry Potter’s 
World: Renaissance Science, Magic and Medicine.” The 
library introduced Dr. Mark A. Waddell, a historian of early 
modern science and medicine who teaches at the Lyman 
Briggs College of Sciences at Michigan State University, 
as guest speaker for the opening of the exhibit on August 
12, 2010. Dr. Waddell spoke about “The Magical Roots of 
Modern Science and Medicine.”  

 
Shalu Gillum (l), Melodie Gardner, Deedra Walton, Faith Schafer 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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  Ginsburg Library  (cont’d. from Page 5) 
 
Faith Schafer, Library Services Coordinator, also 
spearheaded the creation of an accompanying display in 
the library highlighting fun aspects from the popular Harry 
Potter books.  Both displays have been drawing in curious 
visitors to the library.  For more information about the 
exhibit, see: http://www.harrypottersworld.med.ucf.edu/ 
    

 
 
Personnel 
 
The Harriet F. Ginsburg Health Sciences Library lost a 
member of its team in June 2010 with the untimely passing 
of Cynthia Kahn, Head of Public Services. Cynthia was 
remembered at a memorial service held by UCF’s College 
of Medicine on July 29, 2010, after which Dr. Deborah 
German, dean of the college, placed a plaque with 
Cynthia’s name in front of a beautiful citrus tree planted on 
the Tavistock Green in her memory. The library staff 
presented the Kahn family with a sunflower wind chime to 
remind her family of Cynthia’s spirit.  
 

 
Cynthia Kahn 

 
Lindsay Moody first began volunteering at the Harriet F. 
Ginsburg Health Sciences Library in March 2009 and has 
been working as Library Technical Assistant since May 
2009. Lindsay has a Bachelor’s Degree in Recreation and 
Leisure Services Administration with an emphasis in event 
planning from Florida State University. She manages the 
library’s statistics, handles most of the library’s cataloging, 
and administers interlibrary loan requests. Lindsay is 

working towards her goal of becoming a licensed 
pharmacist.  

   
       Lindsay Moody  Melodie Gardner 
 
Melodie Gardner joined the library in March 2010 as the 
Senior Library Technical Assistant.  Melodie holds a 
Bachelor’s degree in English Literature and is working on 
her Masters in Library and Information Science at the 
University of South Florida. Melodie comes to the Harriet 
F. Ginsberg Health Sciences Library from the public library 
system and has several years of customer service 
experience. She is currently training to be the library’s 
financials back-up for Library Services Coordinator Faith 
Schafer. 
 
Michael Garner joined the Harriet F. Ginsburg Health 
Sciences Library in June 2010 as the library’s Instructional 
Medical Librarian. Michael earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
History from the University of Central Florida and a 
Master’s degree in Library and Information Science from 
Florida State University. Michael has ten years of technical 
support experience, which informs his current role in the 
library as mobile technology expert. Among his other 
duties, he recently headed the deployment of the iPod 
touches to the College of Medicine’s first and second year 
students.  

    
    Michael Garner      Shalu Gillum 
 
Shalu Gillum joined the library in July 2010 as Public 
Services Librarian. Shalu holds a Juris Doctor degree from 
Nova Southeastern University’s Shepard Broad Law 
Center and a Master’s degree in Library and Information 
Science from the University of South Florida. She was the 
recipient of the 2009-2010 MLA/NLM Spectrum 
Scholarship and worked as a graduate assistant to USF’s 
School of Library and Information Science Director, Dr. 
James Andrews, working on projects in biomedical 
informatics and clinical research informatics.  
 

Submitted by Shalu Gillum
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University of Florida  

Health Science Center Libraries 
 
Events and Activities 
 
Health Science Center Librarians have begun a new 
“House Calls” service.  Liaisons will visit faculty in their 
office, clinic or lab for private one-on-one consultations on 
a variety of topics, including search techniques, 
bibliographic reference management, relevant mobile 
device applications, useful productivity tools, statistics and 
data sources, databases and journals, and consumer 
health resources. 
 
During the week of March 8 – 12, the HSC Library hosted 
the University of Florida Health Science Center 
Symposium for Teaching & Learning with Technology.  
This week-long series of events focused on effective uses 
of technology to improve learning outcomes and featured 
presenters from various disciplines within the Health 
Sciences and beyond.  The sessions provided an 
opportunity to recognize innovative faculty, supplied a 
forum for professors to share their work with those in other 
disciplines, and fostered interdisciplinary collaborations on 
future projects.  More information about the symposium is 
available on the web at:  
http://tech-symposium.health.ufl.edu/ 
 
Honors , Awards, and Offices 
 
The HSC Library was awarded a grant from the National 
Network of Libraries of Medicine titled, “Planning for 
Florida’s Health:  A Statewide Process for Re-inventing 
Academic Health Sciences Library Collaboration.”  The 
$6,000 award funds a one-year project which aims to 
complete a strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats 
survey (SWOT) analysis and a collaborative plan for 
leveraging statewide assets while eliminating duplication 
of effort/services with the following medical/health 
academic library partners:  FAU, FIU, FSU, Nova 
Southeastern, UM, UCF and USF.  The project lead is 
Cecilia Botero. 
 
The Borland Library received the Express Outreach 
Project Award from the National Network of Libraries of 
Medicine.  The library will conduct an assessment of the 
health literacy of parishioners from Mt. Canaan Missionary 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville in order to develop and 
implement a plan to address low health literacy levels in 
Jacksonville.  Kathy Moeller is the project lead. 
 
The University of Florida Area Health Education Centers 
Program (AHEC) awarded the HSC Libraries a contract to 
support the mission of the AHEC Program Office and the 
community-based activities of its four AHEC centers.  
Linda Butson is the project lead. 
 
Nancy Schaefer has been appointed to a 3-year term as 
the MLA representative to Partners in Information Access 
for the Public Health Workforce (http://phpartners.org/), a 
collaboration of US government agencies associated with  

health and public health organizations. Nancy’s association 
with Partners began in 2002 when she volunteered to 
create pre-formulated search strategies for the Information 
Access Project.  This project provided real-time literature 
searches in PubMed on selected public health objectives 
from Healthy People 2010 and made them available as 
Topic-Specific Queries. 
 
‘Nita Ferree received the 2010 George A. Smathers 
Libraries Excellence Award for Outreach.  
 
Rae Jesano was appointed Program Chair/Chair Elect for 
the Pharmacy & Drug Information Section of MLA.   
 
Personnel 
 
Linda Butson was named Consumer Health and 
Community Outreach Librarian in April.  Prior to this 
appointment, she served as Assistant Director for Access 
Services and Outreach.  Linda also serves as liaison 
librarian to the College of Medicine’s Department of 
Radiology and the Department of Radiation Oncology. 

 
Beth Auten joined the HSC Library as Nursing Liaison 
Librarian in July.  Beth’s most recent position was with the 
Charlotte Area Health Education Center (AHEC) Library in 
Charlotte, NC.  While there, she provided information 
support to the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill 
affiliated residency programs, medical students on rotation, 
Carolinas College of Health Sciences, Mercy School of 
Nursing, and healthcare professionals in the eight-county 
AHEC region.  Beth is happy to return to Gainesville, 
having received her MA in Anthropology from UF in 2004. 
 

    
   Linda Butson         Beth Auten  
 

Jennifer Lyon began as the HSC Library’s new Clinical 
Research Librarian in July.  She comes to UF from 
Vanderbilt University Medical Center, where she served as 
a Bioinformatics Specialist and Clinical Rounding Librarian, 
with experience in the Emergency Department, the Medical 
Intensive Care Unit, Internal Medicine, and the Clinical 
Research Center.  Her responsibilities include specializing 
in evidence-based medicine, supporting UF’s Clinical and 
Translational Science Institute and developing point-of-care 
services for Shands Hospital and its clinics. 
  
Rolando Garcia-Milian joined the HSC Library as the new 
Basic Sciences Librarian.  Rolando provides specialized  

(Continued on Page 8) 
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UF HSC Libraries  (cont’d. from Page 7) 
 
assistance in anatomy and cell biology, biochemistry and 
molecular biology, and physiology and functional genomics.  
Prior to joining UF, Rolando worked in the Cataloging 
Department of the Sterling Memorial Library at Yale 
University. 
 

   
 

 Jennifer Lyon     Rolando Garcia-Milian 
 

 Papers, Presentations, Publications, and 
Teaching 
 
The following articles were published by HSC Library 
faculty: 

 Ellie Bushhousen. “Evidence-Based Dentistry 
Websites,” MLA News, 2010 June-July, 50(6): 10. 

 Linda Butson. “E-patients:  the techno-cultural 
revolution of health consumers:  Report of the 
symposium.”  MLA News, 2010 50(7): 1,14. 

 ‘Nita Ferree. “Patient UK,” Journal of Consumer 
Health on the Internet, 2010 May; 14(2):175-183. 

 Rae Jesano. “Free Drug Information Sources on 
the Web:  Government Sites,” Journal of Hospital 
Librarianship, 2010 April; 10(2):  145-51. 

 Xi Niu, Bradley M. Hemminger, Cory Lown, 
Stephanie Adams, Cecelia Brown, Allison Level, 
Merinda McLure, Audrey Powers, Michele R. 
Tennant, Tara Cataldo. “National study of 
information seeking behavior of academic 
researchers in the United States,” Journal of the 
American Society for Information Science and 
Technology, 2010, 61(5):869-890. 

 Amy Buhler, Nita Ferree, Tara Cataldo, and 
Michele R. Tennant.  “External reporting lines of 
academic special libraries: a health sciences case 
study,” College & Research Libraries, 2010, 
71(5):467-494. 

 
Kathy Moeller attended the Institute for Health 
Advancement (IHA) annual conference in Irvine, CA and 
presented a poster titled, “Jacksonville Health Literacy 
Outreach Project:  Phase I—Assessment and Action Plan.” 
 
HSC Library faculty participated in a number of 
presentations and posters at the MLA annual conference in 
Washington, DC including: 

 VIVO:  A Resource for Research Discovery at the 
Local and National Level.  This poster was co-
authored by Michele Tennant and various 
members of the national VIVO project. 

 "VIVO: Library-based Support for Research 
Networking and Discovery.” HSC Library authors 
included Michele Tennant, Cecilia Botero, Erin 
Brooks, Ellie Bushhousen, Mary Edwards, 
‘Nita Ferree, Rae Jesano, Hannah Norton, 
Nancy Schaefer, George Hack, and Sara 
Kreinest. 

 Reflecting and Connecting through Change and 
Technology:  Undergraduate Genetics at the 
University of Florida.  Michele Tennant, Michael 
Miyamoto, and Martine Horrell co-authored this 
poster. 

 The Smart Phone in Medicine: Creating a Mobile 
Accessible Website for Clinical Practice. Kathryn 
Summey, Marina Salcedo, and Ellie 
Bushhousen co-authored this Lightning Poster. 

 
Michele Tennant attended the Special Libraries 
Association annual conference in New Orleans and 
participated in the following presentations: 

 SLA's Biomedical and Life Sciences Division's 
contributed papers:  “VIVO:  A National Resource 
Discovery Tool for the Biomedical Community.” 

 All Sciences Poster Session and Reception:  
“Meeting Institutional Missions and Goals with 
VIVO, a Web-based Research Discovery Tool.”  
(George Hack was also a co-author). 

 SLA's contributed papers:  “Letting the Good 
Times Roll through Alignment:  Meeting 
Institutional Missions and Goals with VIVO, a 
Web-based Research Discovery Tool.” 

 
Michele Tennant and Cecilia Botero attended the 31st 
Annual International Association of Scientific and 
Technological University Libraries (IATUL) conference at 
Purdue.  They presented the poster, "VIVO: A Support 
Tool for E-Science and Translational Research." 
 
Michele Tennant, Hannah Norton and Sara Henning 
attended the first annual VIVO National Conference in 
New York City and presented the poster, “It Takes a 
Village:  Implementation of VIVO at the University of 
Florida.”  Michele and Sara also participated in a panel 
discussion related to outreach called, “Outreach and 
Adoption of VIVO.” 

South University- Tampa 
 
On September 21st Matthew David will have been a 
health sciences librarian for one year. He started as the 
Director of Library for South University-Tampa on 9-21-09, 
after fellow FSHLA member Josh Brown became the 
Library Director for Argosy University-Tampa. Matthew 
also recently began a Certificate of Advanced Study 
program in Health Informatics through the online Library 
School at University of North Texas (Denton). His first 
class was Genomics and Translational Research which he 
thoroughly enjoyed, though only partially understood! 
 
Submitted by Matthew David 
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Louis Calder Memorial Library, 
University of Miami 

 
The Calder Library is pleased to announce that 
the University of Miami Hospital Library is now staffed by 
librarians Jenny Garcia-Barcena and Emily Vardell from 
8:30-12 with e-access at all other times. The UMH has 
been administered by Calder since June 2009, and, 
following the retirement of UMH Librarian Yvonne 
Barkman, Calder librarians are now bringing their services 
to the hospital library. The library has seen an increase in 
visitors, as well as an increase in the number of article and 
expert search requests. 
Find out more at http://calder.med.miami.edu/umhlibrary/. 
 

 
Jenny Garcia-Barcena and Emily Vardell at the  

UMH Hospital Library 
 

We’ve had several other exciting developments among the 
faculty and staff at the Calder Library. Three faculty 
members presented posters at the Medical Library 
Association conference in May:  
 

 Paulaitis, G., Goolabsingh, D. Incorporating 
Technology to Improve Library Continuity of 
Service in Emergencies and Natural Disasters.  
MLA Annual Conference in Washington DC (May 
2010)  

 Vardell, E., Rethlefsen, M. Connecting with Public 
Health Librarians: We're aTwitter with Social 
Networking. MLA Annual Conference in  
Washington DC (May 2010)  

 
Head of Education Librarian Tanya Feddern-Bekcan 
completed the year-long Sunshine State Library 
Leadership Institute. Both Geddy Paulaitis and Emily 
Vardell received grants from the National Network of 
Libraries of Medicine. Geddy’s grant “Safety Fair: Keep 
your Family Safe – Emergency Preparedness at Home 
and Away” partners the Calder library with public librarians 
to promote safety information and Emily’s grant  

“Supporting Evidence-Based Medicine Training and 
Implementation in Haiti” is designed to provide technical 
and reference support to outreach efforts in Haiti.  
 
David Goolabsingh is now Director of Information 
Technologies, which includes the library’s systems, 
Interlibrary Loans, and technical services departments. 
Emily Vardell has been named the Director for Reference, 
Education, and Community Engagement. Vedana 
Vaidhyanathan is now the Biomedical Research Librarian. 
Luis Calcines has taken on the position of Director of 
Interlibrary Loans. 
 
New Department of Health Informatics 
 
The University of Miami Miller School of Medicine has 
announced the establishment of a Department of Health 
Informatics from what was previously the Department of 
Medical Library and Biomedical Communications.  
http://ww2.med.miami.edu/mednews/news_page/departments
-new-name-brings-recognition-and-opportunities-to-those-
working-  
 
The change was initiated by medical librarians, approved 
by the Medical Library Faculty Committee, the Dean of the 
School of Medicine, the Medical School Faculty Council 
and the Faculty Senate, and signed into effect by 
University President, Dr. Donna Shalala.  Medical 
librarians have already received faculty appointments in 
the new department, and will be joined shortly by other 
University of Miami faculty working in informatics. 
 
Dr. Mary Moore, Chair of the Department of Health 
Informatics, envisions it as an umbrella department, which 
will bring together those working in health informatics - 
health care providers, librarians, informaticians and 
researchers - and provide them with support and 
opportunities for collaboration and recognition.  For more 
information please contact mmoore@med.miami.edu. 
 
Submitted by Emily Vardell

Shimberg Health Sciences Library, 
University of South Florida 

 
Events and Activities 
 
Shimberg Health Sciences Library hosted a 1-day 
Emergency Preparedness Workshop in June with PJ 
Grier, Network Services Coordinator, NN/LM SEA. 
Coordinated by Allison M. Howard, MLIS, AHIP, thirteen 
participants from medical, law and public libraries 
attended.  Various emergency scenarios and how we 
would handle them, service continuity plans, and 
emergency mutual aid procedures were all discussed.  We 
viewed a short video entitled Shots Fired on Campus: 
When Lightning Strikes by the Center for Personal 
Protection and Safety.  Two of the librarians shared how 
they had used this video and did live drills on their campus 
with the assistance of the local police department.  Both  

(Continued on Page 10) 
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Shimberg  (cont’d. from Page 9) 
 
the campus personnel and law enforcement learned things, 
and, as a result, changes were instituted.  It was an 
informative session as we shared ways to handle 
emergencies and be better prepared. 

 
Kristen Morda, Graduate Medical Education Librarian and 
Barbara Wood, Public Services Librarian attended the 
Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) 
workshop “ACRL Scholarly Communication 101 
Workshop” held July 9th at Florida State University. The 
workshop focused on economic issues related to scholarly 
communication, information about copyright and author's 
rights, openness, open access, and discussions about 
librarian/faculty engagement in the publication process.   
Visit http://acrl.ala.org/scholcomm/  to access the “Scholarly 
Communication Toolkit” and learn more about how “Open 
Access” is changing the way we share information. 
 

 
Kristen Morda (l.) Barbara Wood (r.)  FSU 7/9/10 

 
September 6 – November 6, 2010 the Library will be 
hosting Frankenstein: Penetrating the Secrets of Nature. 
The exhibit examines how playwrights and filmmakers 
transformed the Frankenstein story into one of the Western 
world's most enduring myths. It considers how Mary 
Shelley's unfortunate creature frequently provides a 
framework for discussions of contemporary biomedical 
advances such as cloning, which challenge our traditional 
understanding of what it means to be human.  The exhibit 
was developed by the National Library of Medicine in 
collaboration with the American Library Association. 
 

 
 
The “First Friday Journal Club- series I” was awarded 
contact hour approval toward AHIP credit by the Medical 
Library Association.  The Journal Club has been meeting at 
the Shimberg Health Sciences Library since September, 
2008 and is coordinated by Barbara Wood and Kristen    

 

Morda.  For more information on the MLA discussion group 
program, visit   
http://www.mlanet.org/education/discussiongroups/index.html. 
For more information on Series II of the First Friday Journal 
Club, visit our blog at http://libraryjournalclub.blogspot.com/.  
 

 
(l-r) First Friday Journal Club attendees,  Lana Brand--USF LIS 

student and GA, Claire Keneally--Shriners Hospital, Dottie 
Kelly—William Haley VA Hospital. 

 
Personnel 
 
Lee Ann Howlett, MA, AHIP Head of Serials Department 
retired from the Shimberg Health Sciences Library on 
Thursday, August 5, 2010.  Lee Ann was employed for 35 
years at the Shimberg HSL, 27 years as a Librarian.   
. 

 
Lee Ann Howlett (l.) and Linda Florence (r.), in the Serials 

Department at the Library 
 

Papers, Presentations, Publications, and 
Teaching 
 
Barbara Wood, Public Services Librarian commented on 
video gaming and librarianship  in the July 10, 2010 issue 
of Journal of Academic Librarianship.   

Wood, Barbara A.  “Communications.”  The Journal 
of Academic Librarianship, Volume 36, Number 4, 
page 372. 

 
Submitted by Barbara Wood 
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Florida Health Sciences Library Association 
http://www.fhsla.org 

 

2011 Membership and Committee Volunteer Form 
 

 
         New Member (How you heard about FHSLA:                                                                       )    

         Renewal 

Name:         

Position/Title:   

Library Name:  

Institution:  

Address:  

City:                                                           State:                                  Zip:  

Phone:                                                                     Fax:  

Email:   

Library web page:  

 

Library Type: 

        Academic 
        Corporate 
        Hospital/Clinic 
        Public 
        Special 
        Student 
        Vendor 
        Other  

 

Member of Other Library Associations? 

 

AHIP Member? 

Yes            No  

             Emeritus 
             Distinguished 
             Senior 
             Member 
             Provisional 

                      ALA 
                         FLA 
                         Miami HSLC 
                         MLA 
                         SC/MLA 
                         SLA 
                         TaBaMLN 
                         Other  

 

Would you like to be a FHSLA officer? 
(Terms begin following the Annual Meeting) 

         Vice President/President Elect 
         Secretary (2 year term) 
         Treasurer (2 year term) 
 

 

Would you like to be on a FHSLA Committee? 
(Terms begin following the Annual Meeting) 

         Continuing Education 
         Honors and Awards 
         Membership  

         Nominating 
         Program 
         Strategic Planning 

 

Dues are $15.00 for the calendar year, January – December 
 
FHSLA FEIN: 59-2829362        
                                                                     
Send form & your check (made payable to FHSLA) to: 
 
Denise Shereff, Treasurer 
Division of Biostatistics & Bioinformatics 
University of South Florida 
3650 Spectrum Blvd., Suite 100 
Tampa, FL 33612                                                                                                            

 
 

Questions?   
 
Contact Denise Shereff at 
shereffd@epi.usf.edu  or (813) 
396-9557 


